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Pharmacoeconomic Evaluation of Sophora Flavescens Gel in the Treatment of Vulvovaginal
Candidiasis ( Dampness-Heat Syndrome) *

SU Xinxin, CUI Xin, LI Yuanyuan, XIE Yanming ( Institute of Basic Research in Clinical Medicine,
China Academy of Chinese Sciences, Beijing 100700, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To evaluate the economics of Sophora flavescens gel in the treatment of vulvovaginal
Candidiasis ( VVC, dampness-heat syndrome ). METHODS: From the perspective of health system, based on a
published randomized controlled trial study on the treatment of VVC by Sophora flavescens gel, the negative conversion
rate of candida in this study was used as the effect parameter, the cost parameters were obtained from the database of
Menet. com, and the cost-effectiveness analysis was conducted by using TreeAge Pro software for Sophora flavescens gel
in the treatment of VVC. RESULTS: Simulation results of decision tree model showed that after 14 d of treatment, the
cost of Sophora flavescens gel combined with Clotrimazole vaginal tablet was 123. 28 yuan, and the conversion rate of
candida in vulva vagina was 0.93. The cost of using Clotrimazole vaginal tablet alone was 86.56 yuan, and the
negative conversion rate of candida was 0. 71. Compared with Clotrimazole vaginal tablet alone, Sophora flavescens gel
combined with Clotrimazole vaginal tablet had higher cost and better efficacy, with an incremental cost-effectiveness
ratio of 166. 91 yuan, about 0. 52% of per capita disposable income in China in 2020 (32 189 yuan) , and sensitivity
analysis showed that the results were relatively robust. CONCLUSIONS: Based on the assumption that per capita
disposable income is the patient’ s willing to pay threshold in China in 2020, the treatment regimen of Sophora
flavescens gel combined with Clotrimazole vaginal tablet for VVC is more economical than Clotrimazole vaginal tablet
alone. The development of this study is beneficial for clinicians to rationally use drugs or select more economical
regimens, and can provide optimized reference for the allocation of health care resources.
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