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Discussion on Names and Characteristics of Medicinal Parts of Trachycarpus Fortunei®

WU Ping', WANG Zhuxin®, ZHANG Zhiguo’, LIANG Xuejuan®, KUAI Mengni', XI Jixiang’ (1.
Dept. of Pharmacy, Changde Hospital, Xiangya School of Medicine, Central South University ( the
First People’ s Hospital of Changde), Hunan Changde 415000, China; 2. Dept. of Pharmacy, the
Second Affiliated Hospital of Hunan University of Chinese Medicine, Changsha 410005, China; 3.
Dept. of Pharmacy, the First Hospital of Hunan University of Chinese Medicine, Changsha 410007,
China; 4. Institute of Traditional Chinese Medicine Innovation and Drug Research, Hunan Academy of

Chinese Medicine, Changsha 410013, China)

ABSTRACT  Trachycarpus fortunei, a member of the genus trachycarpus in the family arecaceae, is an evergreen
arborescent palm. Throughout historical texts, the plant has been referred to by various names, including “palm”
“broom palm” “defeated palm”. This paper reviews the nomenclature, sources, and characteristics of Trachycarpus
fortunet by consulting relevant professional books and regulations, such as the 2020 edition of Chinese Pharmacopoeia ;
Part I, Comprehensive Dictionary of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Flora of China, and Hunan Processing Standard
for Traditional Chinese Medicine Decoction Pieces. The medicinal parts and processed products of Trachycarpus fortunei
are also analyzed. The medicinal names of Trachycarpus fortunei include Trachycarpi petiolus ( leaf sheath ),
Trachycarpi cortex ( bark ), and Trachycarpi fructus (fruit). The processed products are named Trachycarpi
carbonisatus ( charred leaf sheath) and Trachycarpi carbonisatus praeparatus ( vinegar-processed charred leaf sheath) .
Based on the newness or age of the “leaf sheath” , different parts, and medicinal parts described in various works and
regulations, the traditional commercial products of Trachycarpus fortunei can be categorized into seven types: fresh/
aged leaf stalk base, fresh/aged leaf sheath, fresh/aged leaf sheath with removed fibrous brown hairs, and aged leaf
sheath. In the market, most samples of palm charcoal are fresh leaf stalks, and some may be adulterated with the leaf
stalk base of the counterfeit species Livistona chinensis, with significant impurity overruns. Therefore, this article
suggests that the medicinal names of Trachycarpus foriuner be standardized as Trachycarpi petiolus (leaf sheath)
Trachycarpi cortex (bark) , and Trachycarpt fructus (fruit). To popularize the professional term “leaf sheath” , it can
be described as “leaf sheath (including the leaf stalk with brown hairs and sheath pieces)”.

KEYWORDS  Trachycarpus fortunei; Medicinal name; Medicinal part; Leaf sheath; Petiole; Sheath segment;
Brown hair; Character; Livistona chinensis
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