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ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To investigate the reprocessing status of traditional Chinese medicine decoction pieces in
medical institutions in China. METHODS; Medical institutions from various regions in China were surveyed by using a
self-designed electronic questionnaire distributed via the “Qestionnaire Star” platform. The questionnaire covered basic
information about the medical institutions, status of traditional Chinese medicine decoction piece reprocessing projects,
staffing, equipment and facilities, quality control system, and feedback on therapeutic efficacy. RESULTS: A total of
264 medical institutions from 30 provinces, autonomous regions, municipalities, and special administrative regions
participated into the survey, with traditional Chinese medicine hospitals (116 cases, 43.9% ) and tertiary hospitals
(203 cases, 76.9%) being the main participants. There were 152 medical institutions (57. 6% ) reported a need for
reprocessing of traditional Chinese medicine decoction pieces, but only 20 medical institutions (7.6% ) had fully
implemented such projects. Among the 101 medical institutions that had implemented reprocessing projects of
traditional Chinese medicine decoction pieces, 39 medical institutions (38. 6% ) had dedicated pharmacists responsible
for the task; 89 medical institutions (88. 1% ) had less than or equal to 20% of the pharmacists engaged in such
projects ; 22 medical institutions (21. 8% ) had independent sites for on-demand herbal processing and preparation; 75
medical institutions (74.3% ) had established a reprocessing management system for prepared herbal slices; 89
medical institutions (88. 1% ) had mechanisms for work records retention; only 49 medical institutions (48.5% ) had

implemented clinical efficacy evaluation and feedback tracing. Prescription-based processing of Chinese herbal pieces
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mainly involved pulverization, stir-frying and cutting, while the main formulations for clinical prescription processing

were soft extract, powders and pilula. CONCLUSIONS: The reprocessing of traditional Chinese medicine decoction

pieces covers prescription-based processing of Chinese herbal pieces and the processing of “one person and one

prescription” clinical preparation. It is of great significance to promote the clinical differentiation and treatment of

traditional Chinese medicine and give full play to the characteristics of traditional Chinese medicine to solve the current

shortcomings rationally.
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