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Pharmaceutical Management in Chinese Maternal and Child Healthcare Institutions; A Multi-
Center Questionnaire-Based Study”

FENG Xuewei, LI Yifan, YU Xin, FENG Xin ( Dept. of Pharmacy, Beijing Obstetrics and Gynecology
Hospital, Capital Medical University/Beijing Maternal and Child Health Care Hospital, Beijing
100026, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE: To investigate the current status of pharmaceutical management and services in maternal
and child healthcare institutions in China, analyze key challenges, and explore strategies for high-quality development
of pharmacy for maternal and child healthcare. METHODS: A cross-sectional survey was conducted among 28 maternal
and child healthcare institutions across different tiers in China from Apr. 1st to 15th, 2025. The questionnaire covered
pharmaceutical utilization and management, staffing, disciplinary development, pharmaceutical services, and
development recommendations. RESULTS; Significant disparities were observed among the 28 institutions: wide
variations in drug categories and annual procurement expenditures; 89.3% (25 institutions) implementation rate of
antimicrobial stewardship reviews and interventions, but high antimicrobial usage in pediatric inpatients. Among the 28
institutions, the proportion of pharmacists among all medical technicians in the hospital was only 3. 6%, and there was a
shortage of pharmacists with high academic qualifications ( Master’ s degree or above) and specialty. The establishment
rate of pharmacy clinics was 57.1% ( 16 institutions ), while the popularization of therapeutic drug monitoring,
pharmacogenomics and centralized intravenous drug dispensing was insufficient. The main challenges faced by maternal
and child pharmacy were the shortage/loss of professional personnel, low recognition of value of clinical pharmacists’
work and difficulties in charging, as well as insufficient support from information systems. Future priorities focused on
individualized medication, smart pharmacy systems, and multi-disciplinary diagnosis and treatment for clinical
pharmacists. CONCLUSIONS: While foundational pharmaceutical services in maternal and child healthcare institutions
are relatively well-established, regional disparities persist. Strategies such as strengthening talent development,
optimizing service reimbursement, enhancing research innovation, advancing information technology, addressing the
special needs of maternal and child populations are critical to promote transformative upgrades in service models.

KEYWORDS Pharmacy for maternal and child healthcare; Cross-sectional study; Clinical pharmacists;

Pharmaceutical services; High quality development
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